
2.5" HDD Server & Chassis
Supermicro's Intel® Xeon® base
cost-efficient solutions

EMC Storage Efficiency
See How EMC Unified Storage i
Efficient- Free Capacity Calc.

Cloud Storage Gateway
CIFS Compatible Virtual NAS Ba
& Benefits of the Cloud

Hitachi GST delivers storag

Symantec adds file resourc

Windows 7 Backup gets us

Symantec dips toe into hard

Apple signals disk free note

Sign up, sign up for Blocks and
weekly storage newsletter

GROUP TEST: 11.6IN NOTEBOO

10-TB Solid State Disk 1,000,000 IOPS, 10GB/s, Rack mount The World's Fastest Storage® by TMS www.RamSan.com/TMS/R

Boston Coupons 1 ridiculously huge coupon a day. It's like doing Boston at 90% off! www.Groupon.com/Boston

Unlimited Unified Storage ZFS-based NAS in a SAN environment Replication, Snapshots, RAID-Z www.aberdeeninc.com

Login Sign up

Hardware Software Music & Media Networks Security Public Sector Business Science Odds & Sods

PCs & Chips  Servers  HPC  Storage  Data Networking  Virtualization  Sysadmin Blog

Flash is not that reliable
Fails slightly more often than hard drives
By Chris Mellor • Get more from this author
Posted in Storage, 10th December 2010 11:43 GMT
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Flash fails more than disk. Mac Observer cites a French website showing hard disk drive
failure rates (1.94 per cent) were slightly better than solid state drive failure rates (2.05 per
cent).

Hardware.fr obtained its component failure rate statistics from an unidentified retailer's repairs
and returns database. The hard disk drive and solid state drive (SSD) failure rates were
extracted from this data and overall failure rates calculated.

The source data showed the supplier, capacity and model of disk drive, but only the supplier
of the SSDs, not their capacity. Also the type of failure was not revealed; some disk drives
may have been repairable.

When higher capacity disk drive failure rates were compared to the SSD rates, the findings
reversed: HDDs failed more often than the flash drives. We have graphed 2TB disk drive
failure rates against those of the SSDs and, with one exception, the SSDs failed less often.
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